
Little Feet illness, sickness and infectious disease policy 

We will do our upmost to maintain a clean environment to prevent the spread of 

infection. We will look after children with minor coughs and colds but if a child is very 

unwell, with a contagious infection or a high temperature they will need to remain at 

home with their parents/carers to avoid other children or ourselves getting ill.  

As stated by The Public Health Agency, if a child has had diarrhoea or sickness in the last 

48 hours they must remain at home. We will refer to the ‘Guidance on Infection Control 

in Schools and other Childcare Settings’ booklet for other conditions to assess whether a 

child should remain at home or is well enough to be cared for in our setting. If your child 

is unwell and you are unsure whether they can attend, you can also look at the guidance 

in this document and ring us to discuss.  

If your child is not feeling well or has had an accident at home before arriving with us 

e.g. fallen over and bumped their head or had a nose bleed, please inform us of this so 

we can monitor your child.  

If your child becomes ill whilst in our care we will contact you immediately so you can 

decide whether to pick them up or not. If a child is severely ill we will ask you to collect 

them as soon as possible and we will look after them until you arrive. In some cases a 

child may need to be isolated (somewhere that they are still safe) to avoid the other 

children getting ill.  

We are happy to work with minor colds etc however if we become very unwell and are 

unable to look after the children in our care, we will notify parents the evening before or 

as early as possible in the morning so you can make other arrangements.  This is to 

prevent others from getting ill and ensuring your child gets the best care possible. As 

stated in our fees policy, we do not charge for days that we are sick. We may be able to 

provide you with contact numbers for alternate childminders who can support with one 

off cover.  

We reserve the right to act on advice from the NHS or the Health Protection Agency 

regarding an infectious illness.  Unfortunately, we will not accept a child with 

conjunctivitis who still has discharge coming from their eyes or a child with untreated 

head lice.  This is to prevent the transmission of an infection to other children, ourselves 

or members of our household. 

If your child has been prescribed medication by a doctor, we are happy to help 

administer this to your child following the guidelines set out in our Medication Policy. 
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